also permissible to refer to a few of the many possible etiological factors which are known not to be related to human cancer. But there is no room for the inclusion of information about the early diagnosis of established malignant tumours, and suggestions about the treatment of established tumours are quite out of place.
Some of the chapters referring to cancer at specific sites are excellent. But, all too often, after an excellent analysis of a large amount of information related to the production of cancer at that site, no reasonable suggestions can be made as to its prevention. For example, after twelve erudite pages on breast cancer, the reader can discover no practical alternative to prophylactic bilateral mastectomy at an early age. A few authors frankly admit their limitations, but do not limit their contributions. Examples of this are the chapters on post-gestational chorioncarcinoma -'it is not possible to prevent its recurrence other than by the prevention of pregnancy' (5 pages); the nervous system -'may one day be preventable' (7 pages); ovary -'none are known for humans' (4 pages); prostate -'little to be done ... other than to be born of the right ancestry' (5 pages); and kidney -'nothing is known about the prevention . . . in man' (11 pages); such items total 8 % of the whole book.
Because of the paucity of information relating to the prevention of human cancer and the large number of irrelevancies, some readers may become increasingly irritated and discouraged. This is a great pity because the book contains much that is of interest and some authors have provided outstanding contributions, but considerable effort is required to discover them. The book is recommended to the reader with the necessary determination, but its cost is high in money as well as time. It is refreshing indeed to read something new and original on the subjects of the mechanism of swallowing, reflux, vomiting and hiatus hernia. Many surgeons and physicians have, from their armchairs, formulated ingenious theories of the cardia mechanism unconfirmed either by experiment or experience, or by the laws of nature. Daintree Johnson has thought deeply on these problems and all his conclusions have been carefully confirmed by ingeniously designed animal experiments and experience in man and, perhaps uniquely in this field, his ideas have conformed to the laws of physics. His contentions depend very much on the existence of an abdominal segment of the oesophagus, and here again he makes a first-class case for its existence and its paramount importance.
It would be impossible to summarize all the information he gives. He gives full credit to the work of Cannon, Dornhorst, Creamer, Botha, Allison and other physiologists and surgeons in this field.
We can regard ourselves as fortunate that Johnson, who has a professional background knowledge of engineering, has spent his early retirement so fruitfully.
The book is inexpensive, very readable and strongly commended to be read by physiologists and gastroenterologists, and should be in every medical library. NORMAN Gradwohl, a pioneer in the slow maturation of legal medicine in the States, edited some dozen contributors' chapters in the field of forensic medicine and science during the period following the 1939-45 war, and C V Mosby published this sizeable volume some fifteen years ago. It was a rather disorderly book, but it was sound and devoted itself to the practical problems of the day: it didn't pretend to cover the field. The editor died. Now, nearly fifteen years later, a new collection of essays and annotations designed to cover a much wider field and to include a great deal of forensic science, has been prepared by more than twice the original number of contributorsthere are now thirty-fourand Camps has woven the separate texts into a new book. Nothing of the 'old' Gradwohl is left. Production, paper, illustration, text are more lavish and the ground covered is much widerranging from electrical engineering to venomous snakes, from postmortem changes to the polygraph from firearms to fetishism. The reader must be prepared to swallow the American 'decedent', a good deal of American law, and phrases like 'spews vulgarly over on to the pages of daily newspapers', for nearly a third of the contributors are American. This does not detract from the excellence of some the chapter on skeletal evidence by Stewart of the Smithsonian Institute, that on head injuries by de Courville and some of the generally rather disjointed clinical toxicology by Muelling. But when it sets out on law, statutory forms, administration and the like, it wears down the English readerand no doubt also vice versa.
The Law on Abortion in this country, on Road Traffic and Alcohol, on Criminal Procedure has, alas, already outrun the publication of this book.
